
Nematodes  

Intestinal 

Tissue  

Enterobius 
vermicularis 
(Pinworm) 

• Itchy anus
• Eggs on the anus
DX: Paddle adhesion (Tape)-
eggs
TX: Pyrantel pamoate, 
albendazole

Fecal
oral

Ancyclostoma
Duodenale
(Hookwork)

• Blood stream à lungs à GI tract
• Iron deficiency anemia 
• Eosinophilia
DX: Stool O/P
TX: Pyrantel pamoate, albendazole

Penetrate
Feet

Ascares
Lumbercoides
(Roundworm)

Eating 
eggs 

• Blood stream à lungs à GI tract
• Malnutrition, respiratory symptoms
• Eosinophilia
• Intestinal obstruction
• Biliary obstruction 
DX: Stool O/P
TX: Mebendazole, albendazole

Stongyloides
stercoralis

(Threadworm)

• Blood stream à lungs à GI tract
• Repenetrate the GI wall 
• Eosinophilia
DX: Stool O/P – Larvae in stool
TX: Albendazole, Ivermectin

Trichinella 
spiralis

• Fever, vomiting
• Periorbital edema
• Severe myalgia – cysts in muscle
• eosinophilia
DX: Scotch tape on anus - eggs
TX: Albendazole

Undercooked 
Pork/bear

Dracunculus
medinensis

Onchocera
Volvulus Wuchereria

bancrofti
Toxocara

Canis

• Skin ulcer – worms 
• Eosinophilia
TX: Pull worm out w/ 
stick, Metronidazole

Copepods 
In water

• Scattered hyperpigmented 
papules

• Eyeball floaters
• Blindness 
• Eosinophilia 
TX: Ivermectin

Black fly
bite

• Elephantiasis – lymphedema 
• Lymphadenopathy 
• Hypersensitivity 
DX: Blood smear 
TX: Diethylcarbamazine

Mosquito 
Bite

Dog feces

• Visceral larvae 
migrans

• Blindness 
• Eosinophilia
TX: Albendazole

Loa Loa
(African eye worm)

• Transient angioedema
• Subcutaneous swelling
• Worms crawl across eye
• Eosinophilia 
DX: Blood smear
TX: Diethylcarbamazine, 
albendazole

Deer fly
bite Cestodes

(Tape Worms)   

Taenia 
saginata

Beef

Taenia 
Solium

Pork

• Eating Eggs àNeurocysticercosis 
(not ring enhancing)

• Eating larvae - GI problems 
• Eosinophilia
TX: Praziquantel, albendazole

Proglottid 
Head

Diphyllobothrium
Latum

• Diarrhea
• B12 deficiency 
• Megaloblastic anemia
DX: Stool O/P
TX: Praziquantel, Niclosamide

Echinococcus
Granulosus

Fish

• Reside in biliary system
• Biliary fibrosis
• Pigmented gall stones
• Cholangiocarcinoma
DX: Stool O/P - operculated
TX: Praziquantel

Dog feces

Trematodes 
(Liver Flukes)

Schistosoma
Swimming -
Penetrate 

Skin

• Swimmers itch
• Infect liver 
• Portal hypertension – Jaundice
DX: Stool O/P
TX: Praziquantel

Mansoni
Large lateral spine

Japonicum
Small spine

Haematobium
Large terminal spine

• Infects the bladder 
• Hematuria
• Sqaumous cell carcinoma of 

the bladder 
DX: Stool O/P
TX: Praziquantel

Clonorchis
SinensisFish 

Sushi

• Hydatid cysts in liver 
• Eggshell calcification
• Rupture – anaphylaxis
• Eosinophilia
DX: Stool O/P
TX: Praziquantel

Paragonimus
Westermani

• Chronic cough
• Bloody sputum 
DX: Stool O/P - operculated
TX: Praziquantel

Crab 

Helminths


